The Beat:  The Issaquah Press Monthly Teen Section

2010-2011 APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

FOR PROSPECTIVE STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
The Beat, established October 2009, is a full page spread published with the motto “written by teens for teens about teens” in mind. This venture seeks to provide a creative outlet and a public voice for the youth of Issaquah. The secondary mission of this section is to increase youth newspaper literacy and readership in the local community, as well as cultivate youth interest in the careers of journalism and photojournalism.

Currently, The Issaquah Press is seeking to recruit six additional staff members to join our current staff of eight high school students from the Issaquah School District. This is a year-long commitment, with monthly publishing deadlines to meet and mandatory team meetings to attend. The leadership team is looking for passionate, enthusiastic high school students who have vision, creative intellect and leadership potential. Applicants should have a strong desire to be immersed in journalism/photojournalism and be active in their schools and communities. 
If selected for this project, teen reporters and photographers will have the opportunity to work closely with Kathleen Merrill, managing editor at The Issaquah Press, as well as influence the future of The Beat.

Eligibility:
o Applicants must attend a high school in the Issaquah School District (Skyline, Issaquah, Liberty, Eastside Catholic, and Tiger Mountain)
o Applicants must be currently in/enrolling in 10th -12th grade
o Applicant must have a great desire to embrace the opportunities and responsibilities involved with the monthly teen section 
o Applicants must commit to attending every team meeting, brainstorm and fundraiser (specific time commitments will be mailed out once the selection process is complete)
To Apply:
Simply complete the attached application packet, obtain a teacher recommendation, and participate in our phone interview process. 

Mail your completed application to:
The Issaquah Press

ATTN: Tiffany Xu

PO Box 1328

Issaquah, WA 98027

All applications must be received or postmarked no later than September 20th, 2010 at 5:00 PM. Your application will be reviewed by The Issaquah Press. If selected for a phone interview, you will be contacted no later than September 22th, 2010. Final selections will be made and sent out by mail on September 26th, 2010. If you have any questions, please contact Tiffany Xu, Editor and Founder, at 425-502-1516. We look forward to receiving your application!
PART 1 – PERSONAL INFORMATION 
	(Please print clearly)

	Full Name:
	Preferred name:
	Grade:

	Home Address:
	City:
	Zip:

	Home Phone:
	Cell Phone:

	Email:
	Date Of Birth:

	High School:


PART 2 – INTERESTS
	

	1. Describe your photojournalism experience:


	2. Do you have a photography portfolio? ( Yes  ( No     
If checked “yes”, please include five prints of your best work with your application. 

	3. As a Beat member, you will also participate in community outreach activities, grant writing and social media efforts. Do you have experience in these areas of The Beat? (Check all that apply)

( Writing grants/scholarship applications      ( Public speaking        ( Leading community workshops               ( Web designing     

Please elaborate:



	3. One goal of The Beat is to provide a place for a diverse group of teens to voice their opinions and concerns within the community. How will you add to this diversity through your passions, hobbies, life experiences, values and/or background?


	4. The Beat is a year-long commitment. There are publishing deadlines and mandatory team meeting sessions every month. However, the work will be rewarding, and you will be a part of a select group of youth who will champion and represent a public voice for Issaquah youth. 
How do you plan to make time for this teen section? Describe your academic and extracurricular involvement during this school year:
5. The Beat’s motto is “written by teens for teens.” We, the leadership team, want to keep this section edgy and appealing to youth, as well as introspective and insightful to adults. 
If selected to be a part of this project, what are five story ideas you have for The Beat? (These ideas can fall under youth activism, arts & entertainment reviews, current events, local festivities, interesting life experiences, etc. Be creative! Keep in mind our audience and the past issues of The Beat, if you have read them). 
6. What do you think the role of photojournalism is in society? 

7. If you are not selected as a staff photographer for The Beat, would you still like to receive updates about future events, volunteer opportunities and fundraisers? ( Yes ( No     
8. Finally, what do you hope to gain from being part of The Issaquah Press monthly youth section?



PART 3: RECOMMENDATION LETTER
Please have a teacher, mentor, coach, or community leader write a letter stating your qualifications and personal strengths that will make you a successful member and interesting edition to The Beat at The Issaquah Press. Keep in mind The Beat’s commitment to capturing the diverse youth population in Issaquah. 

This letter included in a sealed envelope along with the rest of your application materials, and can be received or postmarked no later than September 20th, 2010. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PART 4: APPLICANT AND PARENT/GUARDIAN AGREEMENT CONTRACT

I, __________________________, am aware that The Issaquah Press’s monthly teen section is a year-long commitment. I understand that there are monthly publishing deadlines to be met, as well as mandatory team meetings. I understand that the success of the monthly teen section depends on my professionalism, enthusiasm, and participation, and I will commit fully to this venture!

_______________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s Name



Signature



Date

I, _________________________, am aware that the youth named above is applying to become a teen staff photographer of The Issaquah Press’s monthly teen section, and I support his/her decision.

________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Name


Signature



Date







